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We would like to commend the author on such a thought-
provoking paper1 about issues that are raised in every NHS Trust
across the UK with regards to locum doctors. With the implemen-
tation of the EWTD and reduction in trainee numbers, it is inevi-
table that rotas across the country will have vacancies or gaps.
Various ways are used to try and ﬁll these gaps, the most costly
method being the use of an external locum doctor via an agency.
Often there are in-house doctors who would be willing to provide
the cover for that shift if the Trust was to provide them with a
‘reasonable’ rate. However, the signiﬁcantly ‘lower’ rates offered
by the Trust to their own in-house doctors for these shifts, has
resulted in more doctors choosing to look for extra work via a
locum agency. We agree with the author that patient safety is para-
mount and far more important than money. To this end, we would
like to propose that the method to resolve patient safety would be
for the Trusts to pay their own in-house doctors a ‘reasonable and
competitive’ rate for the vacant shifts. This would not only provide
continuity of care but increase patent safety, as the doctor would be
working in a familiar environment with knowledge of the hospital’s
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